i -.:.-'"
(j)- Politics Quarterly

Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Sciencs

University of Tehran

Faculty of Law and Political Sciences

Homepage: https://jpq.ut.ac.ir Online ISSN: 1735-9686

Narrative Study of Economic Protests: Convergent and Divergent
Social Forces in the Context of Political Activism

Ismail Aalizad 1‘, Kosar Darzinejad
! Corresponding author: Assistant Professor Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran,
Iran. Email: aalizad@atu.ac.ir

2 Ph.D. Student, Professor Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran.
Email:k_darzinezhadbaboli@alumni.mail.atu.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received:

7 February 2025
Revised version
received:

8 March 2025
Accepted:

13 April 2025
Available online:

23 September 2025

Keywords:
Economic-Based
Protests,
Centripetal and

Centrifugal Forces,

Teachers,

Workers from Haft
Tappeh and the South

Pars,
Vita Activa,
Narrative

Obiective:

The narratives of teachers and workers regarding
economic-based protests in recent vears have been a
prominent subject in the news. The aim of this research is
to achieve a confluence of diverse voices in economic-
based protests in order to delineate patterns of convergence
and divergence among the narrators. To this end. we
reviewed existing news reports and engaged with narrators
to collect their stories. In order to understand the narratives
of activists, we considered the concepts of centripetal and
centrifugal forces proposed by Mikhail Bakhtin, as well as
Hannah Arendt's tripartite of Vita Activa and Vita
Contemplativa. This research employs a narrative
methodology based on the accounts of 14 teachers and 13
workers from the Haft Tappeh Agro-Industrial Company
and the South Pars Oil and Gas Industry. The findings
indicate that while the demands of teachers and workers
began from an economic perspective, numerous underlying
motivations are embedded both before and after these
demands. This suggests that the activism of the narrators is
not confined to the level of "labor" but represents an effort
towards "action." Furthermore, the realm of activism
emerges as a space of unity in diversity. allowing for the
formation of a collective "we" while simultaneously
preserving differences. Thus. in this sectoral advocacy. we
observe the maintenance of differences and their
prioritization towards achieving convergences.
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Introduction

This research focuses on the narratives of teachers and workers involved in
economic-based protests, aiming to provide insights beyond media reports; utilizing
narrative research methodology, it engaged with 14 teachers and 13 workers from
the Haft Tappeh Agro-Industrial Company and South Pars Gas and Oil Industry,
employing Mikhail Bakhtin’s and Hannah Arendt’s concepts to frame the analysis.
The research findings indicate that while initial demands were economically
motivated, deeper motivations were also present, suggesting activism extends
beyond mere labor issues to encompass meaningful action, illustrating a complex
interplay of unity and diversity within activism. The narrative accounts of these
participants have become a focal point of public discourse, and this study endeavors
to transcend superficial media portrayals by directly engaging with individuals to
gather their personal stories, aiming to provide a nuanced understanding of their
motivations and experiences beyond singular labor concerns.

Methodology

This study employs a narrative research methodology to analyze personal accounts,
collecting and interpreting stories to gain insights that go beyond conventional
media reporting. The participants included 14 teachers and 13 workers from the Haft
Tappeh Agro-Industrial Company and the South Pars Gas and Oil Industry.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of the gathered narratives reveals that although their demands initially
centered around economic grievances, their motivations significantly extend to
aspirations for social agency and meaningful engagement, highlighting the dynamic
of unity and diversity as they weave personal experiences into a collective narrative
that respects individual differences. These insights challenge reductive
interpretations of labor protests, advocating for a more nuanced understanding that
encompasses diverse motivations and identities within activism. The narratives
articulate not only economic challenges but also a broader search for agency, dignity,
and recognition within society, with Bakhtin’s concepts of centripetal and
centrifugal forces illustrating how individuals come together in solidarity while
maintaining their distinct identities and motivations—fostering a diverse activist
landscape that respects plurality. Drawing on Bakhtin and Arendt, the study suggests
that meaningful collective action must embrace various voices and experiences,
calling for acknowledgement of the social fabric that informs activism and
advocating for a perspective that balances individual agency with collective change.

Conclusion

In summary, this research emphasizes that participation in protests transcends
immediate economic demands, reflecting deeper themes of dignity and recognition;
it challenges simplified views and underscores activism as a multifaceted expression
of human aspiration rooted in diverse motivations. This work highlights the
importance of personal narratives in illuminating broader social implications and
advocates for a nuanced understanding of social movements. By prioritizing voices
of teachers and workers over media interpretations, the study offers a fresh
perspective, revealing complex layers that drive activism and enriching discourse
with insights from Bakhtin and Arendt. Ultimately, the research calls for further
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exploration into activists’ motivations and a reevaluation of how protests are
understood and represented in society, emphasizing that activism is shaped by both
unity and individual diversity in pursuit of systemic change.
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