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Objective: o ]

Nationalism has proven to be a significant force in the
development of the modern world. Considering Iran's long-
standing, yet incomplete, two-century struggle for
development and transition through numerous crises, this
article examines the potential of Neo-nationalism as a
discourse with the capacity to grow and achieve dominance
in the country's future trajectory. This study employs a
ualitative methodology, combining a realistic and
orward-looking perspective with a critical approach. It
utilizes elements of historical analysis and key themes
within the conceptual framework of nationalism to address
its central question: “Given the current situation, what are
the most significant factors enabling the growth and
otential dominance of a nationalist discourse in Iran’s
uture?” The analysis, grounded in historical, political, and
social evidence, concludes that the convergence of two
levels of factors can facilitate the dominance of
nationalism. The first is the ideological impasse and
governance crisis of recent decades, encompassing failures
in theorization, efficiency, accountability, transparency,
and the influence of certain leftist ideologies. The second 1s
the inherent capacities of Neo-nationalism itself,
particularly its representation of an Iranian Civilizational
(Iranshahri) discourse. This includes nostalgia for a
glorious historical past, alignment with the lifestyle of the
younger generation, support for the rights of women and
minorities, effective use of artistic and media
symbolization through new technologies, and an emphasis
on a joyful way of life and the progressive elements of
Iranian culture. Through this critical analysis, the authors
identify neo-nationalism, contingent on si)eciﬁc conditions,
as a significant and viable alternative for Iran's future.
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Introduction
Neo-nationalism claims to offer a more responsive and realistic solution to the

impasses of today’s world. Currently, various forms of nationalism can be observed
in countries such as the United States, France, the United Kingdom, Ukraine, Russia,
China, Taiwan, Iraq, Syria, and Armenia. Therefore, in the era of globalization, the
decline of nationalism and national sovereignty cannot be definitively declared. This
article argues that the continuation of governance in Iran in its current state is facing
severe impasses and crises, and according to some pro- Iran scholars, the country
has no choice but to adopt an updated version of forward-looking, democratic,
interactive, and conciliatory nationalism. The main research question is as follows:
“Given the current situation, what are the most significant backgrounds and
capacities for the growth and dominance of nationalist discourse in Iran’s future
perspective?” In response, two levels of factors that facilitate the rise of nationalism
in contemporary Iran are examined: a) one is in connection with the ideology and
inefficiency of governance over the past four decades (the deadlocks and obstacles
in governance that have facilitated the growth of nationalism in Iran in recent years),
and b) the other is the capacities of neo-nationalism, in the form of representation of
the Iranshahrian discourse. Finally, this study takes a critical look at the challenges
and potential harms associated with the neo-nationalist current.

The Research Method and Conceptual Framework

This research employs a qualitative methodology, integrating a realist, future-
oriented, and critical approach. It draws on the historical method to examine past
events (Taheri, 2020: 133), using historical facts to identify and analyze the
components that shape contemporary neo-nationalist discourse. The historical
method also facilitates a deeper understanding of current conditions through the lens
of past developments and transformations (Sanjabi, 2005: 464). Furthermore, by
engaging with core themes within the conceptual framework of nationalism—such
as nation, organized community, autonomy, and identity (Heywood, 2014: 276—
294)—the study develops a localized analytical model tailored to Iran’s present
context. With a critical lens, it also draws on modern governance and development
theories, along with the lived experiences of developed societies, to assess the
failures and inefficiencies of Iran’s ideological governance in recent decades. Data
collection is based on library research, utilizing a range of scholarly sources.

Results and discussion

Nationalist discourse, drawing upon elements with deep historical and civilizational
roots, positions itself as a viable and effective option for Iran's future—an option
that has, in a sense, already been tested by history. The Iranshahri cultural
framework contains intellectual and practical elements that, while originating in the
pre-modern era, frequently align with modern global values and can be considered
progressive. These elements include respect for human dignity and freedom, the
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recognition of women's rights, an emphasis on reason and rational governance,
meritocracy, tolerance for diverse beliefs and lifestyles, a focus on justice,
environmental consciousness, and a celebration of life and national grandeur. These
principles have significantly enhanced the resonance and influence of nationalist
discourse. In contrast, ideological religious governance, which established its
hegemony nearly half a century ago on the basis of comprehensive promises for
both this world and the spiritual realm, has had the opportunity to test its model. Its
failure to fulfill its slogans and realize its envisioned ideal world has cast serious
doubt on the effectiveness, practicality, and long-term viability of its ideological
foundations and proponents.

Conclusion

Iranian nationalism possesses a dual nature. When managed constructively, it can
foster social cohesion, bolster political independence, and improve governance.
Conversely, if it veers toward authoritarianism or disregards citizens' rights, it can
lead to repression, ethnic fragmentation, and instability. Consequently, the most
viable model for Iran's future is a form of civic, democratic, and multicultural
nationalism. This framework would integrate all ethnic and religious groups into a
shared national identity, thereby strengthening internal unity while enabling positive
international engagement based on coherent national policymaking.
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