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Objective:

This study methodologically assesses the feasibility of
employing reason as an independent source for deriving
Islamic legal rulings within political jurisprudence. In the
Imami tradition, reason extends beyond its instrumental
role to serve as a substantive source through the
identification of compelling benefits and harms (masalih
and mafasid) and rational approbation and disapprobation
(husn wa qubh 'aqli). Using a descriptive—analytical
approach within the philosophy of political jurisprudence,
this research examines both the theoretical foundations of
reason and the practical obstacles to its application in
political rulings.

The findings reveal that the central difficulty lies not in the
validity of reason itself but in achieving methodological
certainty. Political contexts—characterized by complex
variables, conflicting interests, and the distorting effects of
power—hinder rational judgments from yielding definitive
legal outcomes. Moreover, rational conventions (bina' al-
'uqald) often reflect dominant social discourses and
prevailing customary reasoning rather than universal
principles, thereby failing to function as independent
criteria for binding rulings.

The study argues for a critical and cautious use of rational
inference, recognizing its epistemic value while
acknowledging its limitations. A balanced methodology
must integrate rational insights with scriptural revelation to
preserve rigor and safeguard political jurisprudence from
unintentional secularization.
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Introduction

Political jurisprudence, as a foundational branch of Islamic jurisprudence, constantly
grapples with the sources and methodologies used to derive legal rulings. Among
these, the status of reason as a source—that is, reason functioning as an independent
authority alongside scripture and tradition—remains one of the most contentious
issues in Twelver Shi'i thought. This debate is particularly significant in the political
sphere, where complexities such as conflicting interests, fluid circumstances, and the
risk of secularizing religious discourse are most pronounced. The central question of
this article is whether reason can reliably and methodologically serve as an
independent source for political rulings, and if so, what limitations govern its
application.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach within the framework of
political jurisprudence philosophy. It first explores the place of reason in Imami
thought through two main pathways: (1) deriving rulings by identifying compelling
benefits and harms (masalih and mafasid), and (2) rational approbation and
disapprobation (husn and qubh). The study then analyzes the theoretical and
methodological challenges associated with these approaches in the political context.
Sources include classical Imami jurisprudential works, major usil texts, exegetical
literature, and contemporary scholarship in the philosophy of political jurisprudence.
Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the central difficulty with source reason lies not in its
general legitimacy (hujjiyya kubra), but rather in the possibility of definitively
arriving at specific rulings (hukm shar‘T sughra).

The first pathway—deriving rulings through benefits and harms—is hindered by the
difficulty of distinguishing between the benefit inherent in the divine ruling itself
and the benefit inherent in its object. In the political realm, given the multiplicity of
variables, the tension between short- and long-term interests, and the instability of
conditions, definitively identifying benefits becomes nearly impossible.

The second pathway—rational approbation and disapprobation—can be examined in
two forms: first, based on the consensus of the rational community, and second,
based on rational judgments about interests and harms. In the first case, consensus is
only possible regarding a limited set of self-evident values, many of which have
been historically disputed. Moreover, rational conventions often reflect dominant
discourses and social perceptions, rendering them unreliable as definitive criteria.
The second form ultimately reduces to the problem of benefit-harm reasoning, with
its own set of uncertainties.

Therefore, this study argues that any uncritical reliance on claims of rational
judgment—whether rooted in cultural traditions, religious heritage, or modern
Western standards—is methodologically unsound in political jurisprudence.

Conclusion

This study concludes that in political jurisprudence, reason as an independent source
can only be employed within a critical and methodological framework, one that
shields it from the hidden influences of social and political discourses. While the
application of source reason faces serious methodological limitations in deriving
binding rulings, the instrumental role of reason in subject analysis (mawdii‘-shinas1)
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and case application (misdag-shinasT) remains indispensable to the jurisprudential
process. This study calls for a methodological rethinking of rational inference in
political jurisprudence—one that balances reason and revelation—in order to

prevent the secularization of rulings and the subjective interpretation of scriptural
texts.
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