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Objective:

The independent state, as one of the most pivotal concepts
in political philosophy, has always stood at the intersection
of theoretical debates and practical challenges. This article
examines the evolution of the concept of the independent
state in the history of Islamic political thought, analyzing
its status as a philosophical-political issue. The necessity of
this study arises from the fact that independence, despite its
fundamental role in shaping the political identity of Islamic
societies, has rarely been systematically explored within
the framework of Islamic political philosophy.

The central question is: How has the concept of the
independent state emerged as a philosophical-political issue
in the history of Islamic political thought, and what
transformations has it undergone?

Using an analytical-hermeneutical approach and drawing
on primary sources of Islamic political philosophy, the
findings reveal that the notion of independence has evolved
from "internal self-sufficiency”" in the pre-modern era to
"resistance against colonialism" in the modern period, and
ultimately to the "foundation of Islamic civilization-
building." In classical Islamic thought, independence was
primarily framed in terms of the self-sufficiency of the
ideal city (al-Madina al-Fadila). In the modern era, under
the pervasive influence of colonialism, it became a
multidimensional concept encompassing cultural, political,
and economic dimensions. Finally, in the discourse of the
Islamic Revolution, it was elevated to a fundamental pillar
of Islamic civilization-building.

This study demonstrates that independence in Islamic
political philosophy is not merely a political condition but a
monotheistic and identity-based value intrinsically linked
to dignity, justice, and self-reliance.
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Introduction

The concept of the independent state has long been a central issue in political
philosophy, and within Islamic political thought, it has undergone dynamic
transformations reflecting shifts in historical contexts. Classical Islamic
philosophers such as Al-Farabi and Ibn Sina viewed independence as self-
sufficiency within an ideal society, while modern challenges including colonialism
and globalization redefined it as a multidimensional principle of sovereignty. The
Islamic Revolution in Iran further elevated independence into a civilizational
framework, integrating it with resistance against hegemony. This study traces the
evolution of independence from a philosophical ideal to a foundational paradigm in
Islamic political thought, addressing gaps in existing literature by analyzing its
conceptual development across different historical periods.

Methodology

This study employs an analytical-hermeneutical approach to examine the conceptual
evolution of the independent state in Islamic political thought through systematic
analysis of foundational texts from the classical to contemporary periods. The
methodology combines textual interpretation with comparative historical analysis,
focusing on how Muslim thinkers across different eras—from Al-Farabi and Ibn
Sina to modern figures such as Imam Khomeini—have conceptualized
independence in relation to justice, sovereignty, and self-reliance. By carefully
examining primary sources within their specific intellectual and historical contexts,
the research traces the transformation of independence from a philosophical ideal of
organic self-sufficiency to a strategic paradigm of resistance-based civilization-
building, while maintaining methodological rigor through comparative textual
analysis and contextual interpretation.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal a three-stage evolution of independence in Islamic political
wisdom: foundational theorizing, practical implementation, and civilizational
modeling.

In the classical period, independence was conceptualized as organic self-sufficiency,
in which the ideal city (al-Madina al-Fadila) functioned as a self-sustaining entity
free from external dependencies. Thinkers such as Al-Farabi and the Ikhwan al-Safa
(Brethren of Purity) emphasized internal cohesion and moral governance as the basis
of independence, framing it as a natural outcome of virtuous rule rather than an
explicit political goal.

In the medieval era, practical manuals of governance, such as Khwaja Nizam al-
Mulk's Siyasatnama (The Book of Government), translated philosophical ideals into
actionable policies. Independence was now seen as requiring robust economic
systems, military preparedness, and diplomatic acumen. This period marked a shift
from abstract theorizing to pragmatic statecraft, in which independence became a
measurable objective of political administration.

The modern era witnessed the most significant transformation, as independence
became a rallying cry against colonialism and cultural hegemony. Thinkers such as
Imam Khomeini redefined independence as resistance to Western domination,
integrating it into a broader project of Islamic civilization-building. The Islamic
Republic of Iran's slogan "Neither East nor West" epitomized this shift, positioning
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independence as a non-negotiable principle of Islamic governance. Contemporary
discourse, as articulated by Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, further expands
independence into a civilizational paradigm, emphasizing self-reliance in science,
technology, and culture as prerequisites for Islamic revival.

Conclusion

The study reveals that independence in Islamic political thought has transformed
from a classical ideal of virtue and self-sufficiency into an active principle of
resistance and civilizational identity. While early thinkers linked it to internal
governance, modern discourse reframed it as a dynamic force against colonialism
and a foundation for Islamic political revival. This evolution demonstrates the
adaptability of Islamic philosophy in reinterpreting core concepts to meet
contemporary challenges, presenting independence as a civilizational alternative to
Western hegemony. Future research could explore its implications for global justice,
multiculturalism, and Islamic political engagement in international relations.
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