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Objective:

The strategic rivalry between the United States and China
has emerged in recent decades as the central axis of
geopolitical developments in the Indo-Pacific region.
Within this framework, the Quad Alliance has taken
shape—and been revitalized—as an emerging security
arrangement among four democratic powers (the United
States, Japan, India, and Australia) with the aim of
containing China’s growing influence and preserving
regional balance. The central question of this article is:
what factors have contributed to the redefinition of threat
perception toward China that led to the revival of the
Quad? Drawing on Stephen Walt’s Balance of Threat
theory, the article rests on the assumption that the
members’ shared perception of China as a threat—across
four dimensions: aggregate power, geographic proximity,
offensive capabilities, and offensive intentions—has been
the main driver of their strategic convergence. The research
method is qualitative and descriptive-analytic, and data
have been collected through documentary analysis of
official security and defense sources of Quad members,
including national strategies, defense white papers, and
statistical data. The research findings indicate that the Quad
Alliance is less a reaction to China’s power per se and it is
more a response to a multi-layered perception of threat
posed by China, which has fostered the emergence of an
informal security cooperation framework in the Indo-
Pacific region.
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Introduction

The strategic rivalry between the United States and China has become one of the
central axes of international relations in the 21st century. This competition has
intensified particularly in the Indo-Pacific region, recognized as a focal point of
geopolitical and economic developments. In an effort to contain China’s growing
power, the United States has turned to strengthening bilateral and multilateral
alliances. One such alliance is the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad),
comprising the United States, Japan, India, and Australia. It aims to create strategic
synergy in the security, economic, and diplomatic domains. Focusing on the Quad's
revival in 2017, this paper seeks to answer the question: What variables led to the
reemergence of this informal alliance? The main objective of the research is to
analyze the role of shared threat perception from China in the formation and
consolidation of the Quad, using Stephen Walt’s theory of balance of threat. The
article endeavors to demonstrate how macro-level factors in the international
system—particularly the perceived threat posed by China’s rise—have led to
strategic convergence among the Quad members.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytic method and uses Walt’s balance of threat
theory as its theoretical framework. The theory focuses on four key variables in
analyzing threat perception: aggregate power, geographic proximity, offensive
capabilities, and aggressive intentions. To examine these variables, official security
and defense documents from the Quad member states (such as the U.S. National
Security Strategies, Japan’s Defense White Papers, Australia’s defense documents,
and India’s Ministry of Defense annual reports) have been analyzed across two key
timeframes: 2007 and 2017. These timeframes correspond with the initial formation
and subsequent revival of the Quad. Economic and military data—including GDP
and military expenditures—have been extracted from reliable sources such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) to facilitate a quantitative and qualitative assessment of aggregate
power and offensive capabilities.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that a shared perception of threat from China has
been the primary driver behind the Quad’s revival. Based on the balance of threat
theory, the variables such as aggregate power, geographic proximity, offensive
capabilities, and aggressive intentions of China have directly contributed to the
alliance’s formation. In terms of aggregate power, China’s economic and military
growth—particularly the increase in its GDP from one-quarter of Japan’s in 2007 to
nearly 80% of the U.S. economy by 2024, and the rise in its military spending from
one-tenth to one-third of the Quad’s total—highlight an escalating threat.
Geographic proximity, especially for Japan and India due to territorial disputes (such
as the Senkaku Islands and the Himalayan borders) and their closeness to Taiwan,
has further reinforced the threat perception. China's offensive capabilities, including
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land reclamation in the Spratly Islands and the establishment of an Air Defense
Identification Zone in the East China Sea, have heightened security concerns.
Furthermore, China’s aggressive intentions—described in official documents of
Quad members as assertive and inconsistent with international norms—have led to
strategic alignment. Document analysis shows that the initial optimism of 2007
gradually gave way to growing concerns by 2017.

Conclusion

The revival of the Quad is a response to geopolitical developments in the Indo-
Pacific and the perceived threat from China’s rise. This informal alliance has been
formed to balance China's expanding influence through coordinated security,
diplomatic, and economic efforts. While the Quad is unlikely to evolve into an
“Asian NATO,” it serves as a flexible network that plays a significant role in
maintaining regional stability and containing China. The future of the alliance
depends on the trajectory of U.S.-China relations and regional geopolitical dynamics,
but at present, the Quad reflects the shared resolve of its members to address
challenges posed by China.
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