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Abstract

Expanding the external relations of a capital city will create opportunities for a
country to internationalize and take advantage of the interactions with the
state and non-state actors in the international system. Global cities today are
the centers for the spread of different cultural and economic ideas; and they
can promote specific brands and positive images of the countries to which
they belong. The presence of non-governmental organizations (NGOSs) in the
big cities would help the international diffusion of the unique brand of that
city. A non-governmental organization, which has no definite history of
origin, is a concept that cannot be defined precisely, accurately, and
comprehensively. Nevertheless, the undeniable fact is that the growth of
these organizations and the gradual expansion of their role have been
indicators of globalization. NGOs are increasingly becoming involved in
providing assistance to governments to find solutions to many problems
ranging from economic decline to the rising threats to public health and
other issues regarding socio-economic development at all levels. It is
assumed that the presence of international organizations in major cities can
help countries to become more international. Today, a metropolis must have
its own strategic document for internationalization aimed at encouraging
transnational communication with different organizations. Tehran, as the
capital of Iran and one of the largest and most modern cities in the Middle
East, can be the center of international interactions between Iran and other
countries; and considering its geostrategic location, it could eventually be the
hub of the Middle East.

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the consequences of the
expansion of the activities of international non-governmental organizations
in Tehran for the transformation of this metropolis into a regional and
international center. The key research questions are as follows: 1. What are
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the main advantages and disadvantages of encouraging more activities of
international non-governmental organizations in the metropolis of Tehran?
2. How will the increase in these activities affect urban development in
Tehran? To answer these questions, the method of qualitative content
analysis is used to examine and explain the official documents related to
Tehran’s international relations, the effects of interactions of international
non-governmental organizations in the internationalization of the city of
Tehran. The research hypothesis illustrates the authors’ assertion that the
activities of the international NGOs will increase Iran’s influence in the
international system by facilitating international relations of Tehran at
regional and global levels, and even the country’s bilateral and multilateral
relations with other actors.

There were attempts to formulate and adopt a flexible and forward-
looking strategy for the urban development of Tehran based on dynamic
documents, which would take into account changing environmental and
social conditions of the city, particularly the rapid growth rate of the
population. Urban development documents in Iran before and after the 1979
Islamic Revolution have repeatedly emphasized the internationalization of
Tehran through the presence and activities of international organizations.
Farmanfarmaian Urban Development Plan (FUDP) was one of the first
urban plans in Tehran, which was approved in 1966. For the most part,
FUDP recommended policies to regulate land-use in Tehran, elucidated
some aspects of the internationalization of Abbasabad hills, and also
determined the appropriate location of the international airport in Tehran.
Pahlavi’s Shahestan plan was another pre-revolution attempt at city
development in Iran and was meant to provide the groundwork for the
globalization plan of Tehran which was the first such plan in the entire
Middle East region. The first post-revolution urban development plan in Iran
was approved in 2007. The long-term vision plan of Tehran municipality
was designed in line with the country's 20-year Vision 2025 document, and
aimed at turning Tehran into a global city by promoting activities of regional
and international scope. The most important aspects of internationalization
of this urban development plan of Tehran include: 1. Transforming Tehran
into an information city (Iran's gateway to the information age); 2. Turning
Tehran into a smart and global city with increasing share of modern
economy; 3. Providing space, infrastructure and necessary communications
in Tehran to promote the viability and activity of the city globally and
regionally.

The city planners are aware that they must act swiftly to provide the basic
services for the residents, and thus they are advised to rely on collaborations
with the influential NGOs to confront the common health, environmental
and socio-economic crises, and more urgently deal with the adverse impacts
of climate change through formal and informal interactions. According to the
vision document, by 2025 Tehran will be in a situation where 50% of its
GDP will be allocated to knowledge-based economic activities. Tehran's
advantages for internationalization include: 1. It has good infrastructure;
2. The city enjoys a valuable geostrategic location because Iran can be the
center of regional activities for international organizations in the Middle East
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and the Persian Gulf; 3. Tehran can also act as a gateway for such activities
in Southwest Asia and Central Asia; 4. Tehran is located in a country with
relative stable and secure environment for the activities of these
organizations in a region where many countries are subjected to internal
security threats, wars and terrorism. In contrast, the disadvantages of
internationalization of Tehran by relying on the NGOs activities are as
follows: 1. The poor communication between Tehran and specialized UN
agencies and other international organizations; 2. Lack of sufficient attention
to scientific research in the field of international NGOs; 3. Weakness of local
governments’ specific laws and regulations for urban diplomacy and
international relations of Tehran; 4. Lack of national understanding and
consensus about Tehran’s collaboration with international NGOs; 5. the
clash between ideological orientation of the Islamic Republic and the
capitalist value system; 6. Anti-lran sanctions aimed at its economic-
political isolation. In their research findings, the authors explain the
relationship between the activities of international non-governmental
organizations in Tehran by helping to improve the level of Tehran's
international relations at the regional and global levels, and expanding the
Islamic Republic's foreign influence.

Keywords: Tehran, NGOs, Non-Governmental, Internationalization, Mega
City

Declaration of conflicting interests
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

Funding
The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article.

ORCID iDs: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8295-7142

References

Acuto, Michele. (2012, November 23) “Urban Diplomacy, Local Leaders,
Global Challenges,” Open Canada Online Magazine (opencanada.org).
Available at: https://opencanada.org/urban-diplomacy (Accessed 20
October 2021).

Ahmed, Shamima. (2006) NGOs in International Politics. Sterling, VA:
Kumarian Press.

Alesani, Daniele; and Eduardo Missoni. (2013) Management of
International Institutions and NGOs: Frameworks, Practices and
Challenges. New York: Routledge

Amani, Mohammad. (2011) “Naghshe sazemanha-ye bein’ul-melali dar
jaygah-e jahani-ye jadid-e kalan’shahr’ha (The Role of International
Organizations in the New Global Position of Megalopolises),” Danesh-
e emrooz (City Knowledge) No. 31. Available at:
https://novinshahrsaz.ir (Accessed 19 October 2021). [in Persian]


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8295-7142
https://novinshahrsaz.ir/

664 Beidollahkhani et al.

Ameli, Saeid Reza;, and Robabe Mirghiasi. (2009) Shahr-e jahani-ye
Tehran (Tehran, A Global City). Tehran: Avaye ghalam. [in Persian]
Behzadfar, Mostafa. (2007) Hoviyat-e shahr: negahi b’hoviyat-e shahr-e
Tehran (City Identity: A Look at Tehran City Identity). Tehran: Shahr.

[in Persian]

Betsill, Michele M.; and Elisabeth Corell. (2001) “NGO Influence in
International Environmental Negotiations: A Framework for Analysis,”
Global Environmental Politics 1, 4: 65-85, <DOI:10.1162/
152638001317146372>.

Buxton, Charles. (2009) “NGO Networks in Central Asia and Global Civil
Society: Potentials and Limitations,” Central Asian Survey, 28: 1, 43-
58, <DOI: 10.1080/02634930902775129>.

Chakravarty, Dwarka, et al. (2021). Global Cities: A Multi-disciplinary
Review and Research Agenda,” Journal of World Business 56, 3: 101-
182, <DOI: 10.1016/j.jwb.2020.101182>.

Clark, Ann Marie. (1995) “Non-Governmental Organizations and their
Influence on International Society,” Journal of International Affairs 48,
2: 507-525. Awvailable at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/24357601
(Accessed 20 October 2021).

Ghere, Richard; and George Frederickson. (2012) NGO Leadership and
Human Rights. Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press.

Ghourchi, Morteza. (2012) Tabeen-e shekl’giri-ye shahr’ha-ye jahani ba
takid bar pishnehad-e rahbord-e Jahdan shahr’shodan-e Tehran
(Explaining the Formation of World Cities with an Emphasis on the
Proposed Strategy of Tehran as a Global City), a PhD Dissertation in
Political Geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. [in
Persian]

Ghourchi, Morteza; and Mohammad Amani. (2009) “(Diplomasi-ye shahri
dar farayand-e jahani’shodan (Urban Diplomacy in the Process of
Globalization),” Danesh-e emrooz (City Knowledge) No. 7. Available at:
https://rpc.tehran.ir/Default.aspx?tabid=93 (Accessed 13 October 2021).
[in Persian]

Golshanpazho, Mahmodreza. (2006) (Rahnamd-ye en’ge’o’hd (A Directory
of NGOs). Tehran: Abrar-e Moaser-e tehran. [in Persian]

Haddad, Nichols. (2020). “When Global Becomes Municipal: US Cities
Localizing Unratified International Human Rights Law,” European
Journal of International Law 31, 4: 1379-1399, <DOI:10.1093/gjil/
chaa082>.

Hercus, Courtney. (2013) “Peacebuilding and NGOs: State—Civil Society
Interactions,” Journal of Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism
8, 1. 89-91, <DOI: 10.1080/18335330.2013.790117>.

Imani Jajarmi, Hossein. (2002) Modiriyat-e shahri-e payedar (Sustainable
Urban Management). Tehran: Iran's Municipalities Organization. [in
Persian]

Karns, Margaret P. (2009) International Organizations: The Politics and
Processes of Global Governance. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner
Publishers.


http://www.jstor.org/stable/24357601
https://rpc.tehran.ir/Default.aspx?tabid=93

Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 51 (3) 2021 665

Lewis, David. (2014) Non-Governmental Organizations, Management and
Development. London: Routledge.

Lindborg, Nancy. (1992) “Non-Governmental Organizations: Their Past,
Present and Future Role in International Environmental Negotiations,”
in Lawrence Susskind, Eric Dolan and J. William Breslin, eds.
International Environmental Treaty Making. Cambridge, MA: Program
on Negotiation, Harvard Law School, 1-25.

Logister, Louis. (2007) “Global Governance and Civil Society. Some
Reflections on NGO Legitimacy,” Journal of Global Ethics 3, 2: 165-
179, <DOI: 10.1080/17449620701437988>.

Madanipour, Ali; and Hamid Zarazvand. (2002) Tehran, zohor-e¢ Yyek
kalan shahr (Tehran, the Emergence of a Metropolis). Tehran: Urban
Processing and Planning Company. [in Persian]

Marcussen, Henrik Secher. (1996) “NGOs, the State and Civil Society,”
Review of African Political Economy 23, 69: 405-423, <DOI:
10.1080/03056249608704205>.

Mohammadi, Alireza. (2010, Autumn) “Karkard-ha-ye eghtesadi-ye shahr-
ha-ye jahani: ba takid bar khadamat-e pishrafteh-ye poshtiban-e tolid,”
(Economic Functions of Global Cities with an Emphasis on Advanced
Production Support Services,” Eghtesad-e shahr (Urban Economics)
Magazine 7: 8-25. Available at: https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/magazine
/number/32993 (Accessed 13 October 2021). [in Persian]

Mohammadi, Mohammad. (2004, Summer) “Taarif va tabaghe’bandi
En’ge’o’ha: sazeman’ha-ye Ghaeir-e’dolati (NGOs: Definition and
Classification),” Motaledt-e modiriat, behbood va tahavol (Journal of
Management Studies in Development and Evolution) 11, 41-42: 247-
263. Available at: https://jmsd.atu.ac.ir/article_4772.html?lang=en
(Accessed 13 October 2021). [in Persian]

Mosazadeh, Reza. (2020) Sazeman’ha-ye bein’ul-melali (International
Organizations). Tehran: Mizan. [in Persian]

Nasr, Hossein, et al. (2009) Tehran: joghraphia, tarikh, farhang (Tehran:
Geography, History, Culture). Tehran: Marja.

Papisca, Antonio. (2008) “International Law and Human Rights as a Legal
Basis for the International Involvement of Local Governments,” in Arne
Musch, et al., eds. City Diplomacy: the Role of Local Governments in
Conflict Prevention, Peace-building and Post-conflict Reconstruction.
The Hague: VNG International, 27-26.  Available at:
https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/City_Diplomacy_research_book
_English_01.pdf (Accessed 2 July 2020).

Pourmousavi, Seyed Mosa; Morteza Ghourchi, and Ghahreman Rostami.
(2011) “Tabeen-e jeopolitiki-e kalan shahr’ha-ye jahani, taamoli bar
tafavoot’yabi-ye mafhomi-ye shahr-e jahani va Jahan shahri
(Geopolitical Explanation of World Metropolises; A Contemplation of
the Conceptual Differences between the Global City and World
Metropolis,” Fasl’nameh-ye jeopolitik (Geopolitics Quarterly) 7, 21:
41-69, <DOR:20.1001.1.17354331.1390.7.21.2.3>. [in Persian]

Research Center of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis). (2010)
Ghanun-e barnameh-ye panj’saleh-ye panjom-e tose’-ye Jomhouri-e


https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/magazine%20/number/32993
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/magazine%20/number/32993
https://jmsd.atu.ac.ir/article_

666 Beidollahkhani et al.

eslami-’i Iran (Fifth Five-Year Development Plan of the Islamic
Republic of Iran). Available at: https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/790196
(Accessed 13 October 2021) [in Persian]

Sabori, Manizhe; and Fatemeh Kadkhoda. (2006) Sazeman’ha-ye ghair-
e’dolati va hoghogh-e bashar (NGOs and Human Rights). Tehran:
Sokhangostar. [in Persian]

Saeidi, Mohammadreza. (2003, Summer) “Mosharekat-e sazeman’ha-ye
ghair-e dolati dar barname’ha-ye mian’modat-e tose’-e dar Iran
(Participation of Non-governmental Organizations in Medium-term
Development Programs in Iran),” Name-ye pajohesh-e farhangi
(Cultural ~ Research  Note) 6: 129-150. Available at:
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/articlepage/4049/147/text (Accessed
20 October 2021). [in Persian]

Shafiee, Nozar. (2002) Sazeman’ha-ye ghair-e’dolati va jahani’shodan ,
barresi-ye naghshe sazeman’ha-ye ghair-e’dolati dar farayand-e
Jjahani’shodan (Non-governmental Organizations and Globalization
(Examining the Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in the
Process of Globalization), A Master’s Thesis, Faculty of Law and
Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. [in Persian]

Shahbazi, Darius. (2011) Barg ha-i az Tarikh-e Iran (Pages from the History
of Tehran). Tehran: Sales. [in Persian]

Sizoo, Alexandra; and Arne Musch. (2008) “City Diplomacy the Role of
Local Governments in Conflict Prevention, Peace building and Post-
Conflict Reconstruction,” in Arne Musch, et al., eds. City Diplomacy:
the Role of Local Governments in Conflict Prevention, Peace-building
and Post-conflict Reconstruction. The Hague: VNG International, 7-26.
Available at: https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/ City_Diplomacy
research_book_English_01.pdf (Accessed on 12 December 2018)

Smith, David. (2005) Shar’ ha-ye Jahan sevomi dar chashm’andaz Jahani

(Third World Cities In Global Perspective), trans Mohammad Ali
Mossavi. Tehran: shahr va khaneh. [in Persian]

Statistical Center of Iran. (2016) “Natayeje sarshomari-ye omoomi-ye
noofous va maskan (Results of General Population and Housing
Census). Available at: https://www.amar.org.ir/Portals/0/News/1398/n-
koli95.pdf (Accessed 19 October 2021). [in Persian]

Tabatabaei Nezhad, Ali (2007) Iran va sazeman’ha-ye bein’ul-melali dar
hezare-ye sevom (lran and International Organizations in the Third
Millennium). Tehran: Center for Strategic Research. [in Persian]

Taylor, P. J. (2004b) World City Networks: A Global Urban Analysis.
London: Routledge.

Taylor, Peter, J. (2004a) “The New Geography of Global Civil Society:
NGOs in the World City Network,” Globalizations 1, 2: 265-277,
<DOI: 10.1080/1474773042000308604>.

Tehran City Council Research Center. (2021) Sanad-e chem’andaz va
Jjahat giri’ha-ye rahbordi-ye kalan’shahr-e Tehran dar ofogh-e 1404
(Vision Document and Strategic Orientations of Tehran Metropolis at
the Horizon 2025. Tehran: Tehran City Council Center. [in Persian]


https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/790196
https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/

Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 51 (3) 2021 667

Tehran Municipality Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Organization. (2017) Sal’nameh-e amari-e shahr-e tehran (Statistical
Yearbook of Tehran). Available at: https://tmicto.tehran.ir/ Portals/ 0/
Document/Amarname/NEW_PDF/AmarShahr/96-

TehranStatistical YearBook.pdf (Accessed 20 meh 12 October 2021).
[in Persian]

Tehran Municipality. (2009, November 22) Barnameh-ye panj’saleh-ye
shahrdari-ye tehran , 1392-1382 (Five-Year Plan of Tehran
Municipality, 2009-2014. Available at:  http://laws.tehran.ir/Law/
TreeText/5498 (Accessed 12 October 2021). [in Persian]

Tehran Urban Planning & Research Center (TUPRC). (2007) Sanad-e tarh-
ye jame’-e shahr-e Tehran (Comprehensive Plan of City of Tehran).
Tehran: TUPRC. [in Persian]

Towhidfam, Mohammad; and Shahab Dalili. (2016, Summer) "Globalization
of Cities and the Localization of Diplomacy, A Case Study of Urban
Diplomacy)," Faslname-ye siyasat (Politics Quarterly), 46, 2: 321-303,
<DOI: 10.22059/ jpg.2016.57933>. [in Persian]

Vakil, Anna C. (1997) “Confronting the Classification Problem: Toward a
Taxonomy of NGOs,” World Development 25, 12: 2057-2070,
<DO0I:10.1016/S0305-750X(97)00098-3>.

Van Hemert, Chris. (2008) “A Case Study in City Diplomacy, the Municipal
Alliance for Peace in the Middle East,” in Arne Musch, et al., eds. City
Diplomacy: the Role of Local Governments in Conflict Prevention,
Peace-building and Post-conflict Reconstruction. The Hague: VNG
International, 165-190. Awvailable at: https://www.uclg.org/sites/
default/files/City_Diplomacy_research_book_English_01.pdf
(Accessed 10 November 2019).

Vig, Norman J.; and Regina S. Axelrod. (1999)The Global Environment:
Institutions, Law and Policy. London: CQ Press.

Willetts, Peter. (2012, July 18) "What is a Non-Governmental
Organization?” UNESCO Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems.
London: City University London. Available at: http://www.eolss.net/
Sample-Chapters/C14/E1-44-03-07.pdf (Accessed 7 December 2020).

This article is an open-access article distributed under the
|@ @ terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC-BY) license.


https://tmicto.tehran.ir/
http://laws.tehran.ir/Law/%20TreeText/5498
http://laws.tehran.ir/Law/%20TreeText/5498
https://www.uclg.org/sites/
http://www.eolss/

