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Abstract
Russia has been a prominent European great power since the 18" century,
and later a world power. In the context of great power competition, Russian
foreign and security policies have been attractive topics for the international
relations (IR) theorists who have developed concepts such as the "Great
Game", "Heartland", "Class Transnationalism" and "Strategic Parity" mainly
in relation to Russia's foreign policy. Over the last decades, significant
efforts have been undertaken in Russia in order to understand European and
international politics, and these efforts have reached a point that one can now
speak of the evolution of the Russian international relations theory. Indeed,
the main question of this article is as follows: How have the fundamental
issues of the state been reflected in the Russian IR theory? In the research
hypothesis, it is claimed that domestic politics play a determining role in the
development of IR theories. The Russian approach to IR theory building is
different from the western approaches to IR theory. While the current trend
in the main debates of IR theories in the western academic and research
institutions have been about the nature, method and philosophical
foundations of these theories, in Russia there have been major debates
around the issues of identity, security and development, which have led to
conflicting views of internationalism, statism, civilizational and geopolitical
approaches. The author discusses positivist approach to IR which is best
described as one which advocates a unified view of science, and calls for the
use of methodologies of the natural sciences—most often quantitative data
analysis—to study IR. The author also explores the arguments of the critics
of the positivist approach from the perspective of critical studies and
sociology of science and discusses the likelihood of acceptability of
indigenous theory of IR.

The main finding of this article is that we cannot identify a fully
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indigenous Russian theory of IR at present, but the attitudes in the four
schools (i.e., internationalist, statist, civilizationist, geostrategist attitudes)
are such that they provide important opportunities to build a truly indigenous
Russian theory of IR. In fact, the main concern of Russian theorists during
the 1991-2022 period had been the issues of identity, security and
development, regardless of the schools of thoughts to which they belonged.
In fact, there have been general debates about the identity of the Russian
state, the expansion of Western institutions and their influence, and the need
to overcome economic development problems. Internationalists define
Russian identity within the Western world and advocate cooperation with
Western institutions, and do not consider any security policies other than in
connection with European and global institutions. Russian statists believe the
identity of the Russian state is influenced by a combination of local and
regional factors, which do not clash necessarily with the Western world
except for issues related to survival. They argue that Russian security
depends on the maintenance of a regional balance, increased comprehensive
interactions with other countries (including the Western countries), and
implementation of pragmatic development and modernization policies.
Russian civilizationists emphasize the exclusive aspects of identity, security,
preservation of local traditions and culture. In contrast, Russian scholars in
the geopolitical school with its widespread security concerns and the feeling
of being surrounded and threatened by the West, emphasize an anti-Western
approach to the policy formulation for countering Western military-security
threats. It is not surprising that they supported Moscow’s policies in the war
against Ukraine. The main problem in all four schools of thought is related
to the debate about the best way to deal with foreign academic circles to
enrich their concepts and theories. The intellectual space created during the
1985-1999 reform period facilitated Russian academic interactions and
collaboration within the transnational space, but the escalation of tensions
between Russia and NATO member states over the war in Ukraine gradually
created a more restricted and state-oriented environment which have been
widening the gap between Russian academic institutions and international
teaching and research centers. However, given the globalization of
communication and information technologies and capabilities, the
intellectual space of IR studies in Russia will continue to grow and the
intellectual fences of the Soviet era are unlikely to reappear to prevent
Russian academic interactions with the outside world.
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