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Abstract

Legitimate rule is widely regarded as Max Weber’s main contribution to
political sociology. The predominant interpretation of Weber’s account of
the legitimate rule puts a one-sided emphasis on belief systems. Using a
descriptive-explanatory approach, the authors try to establish the limitations
of this predominant interpretation. An argument put forward is that for the
purpose of understanding the variations in the forms of legitimate rule which
had emerged across time and space one needs to understand the values and
beliefs of the people in question. The legitimate rule in this interpretation is
(or is expected to be) a direct reflection of people’s values. In this study, the
authors tried to investigate the limits of the predominant interpretation, and
did not intend to find an alternative for the one-sided emphasis of the
cultural interpretation, or for an equally one-sided emphasis on
organizational and financial factors. Basically, the main objective had been
to shed light on the proper place of the belief system explanation of the
legitimate rule.

The primary research question is as follows: In Weber's understanding
of legitimate rule, what is the relationship between the type of legitimacy
claims, that is presented to achieve or maintain dominance, and the external
apparatus of the rule? In the hypothesis, it is postulated that the form of the
claimed legitimacy is not imposed by the external factors, but the probability
of success of the claim of legitimacy is contingent on the external factors.
The way of organizing the external mechanisms of domination (especially
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the administrative apparatus) is contingent on the chance of success of the
claim of legitimacy, which is itself determined by the economic factors
(especially the method of financing the expenses of the domination
apparatus). Of the external constraints, the organizational and financial
factors are more important to Weber. The former concerns the organizational
structure of the external apparatus of rule, especially the administrative
organization, and the latter focuses on the ways by which the financial costs
of the administrative staff are met. These two factors determine the
likelihood of the success of legitimacy claims by influencing the balance of
power between the rulers, the administrative staff and the society. To test the
research hypothesis, the method of qualitative textual analysis is used. First,
Weber’s account of the legitimate rule in Economy and Society is carefully
examined to demonstrate how each of three forms of legitimacy are
explained in close association with the organizational-financial factors.
Then, the significance of the organizational-financial factors as manifested
in Weber’s account of the rise of vocational leaders is described. The
analysis of Weber’s Politics as a Vocation demonstrate that the rise of
vocational politicians depends on an exceptional bureaucratic order, which is
professional enough to dispossess the local contenders of power, but is not
too professional to strip the political leaders of the actual power in favor of
the top bureaucrats.
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