Politics Quarterly Online ISSN: 1735-9686

Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science Volume: 54, Issue:1
Homepage: https://jpq.ut.ac.ir Spring 2024

Research Paper

Disruption of water governance in Iran: power
and decision-making

Shervin Moghimi'* ™

Assistants Professor, Faculty Member of Institute for Humanities and
Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran. Email: s.moghimi@ihcs.ac.ir

Extended Abstract
Introduction
Francis Bacon, the famous English philosopher of the 17th century, has been
considered the forerunner of the modern science project, especially for his
famous work entitled The New Organon. In this respect, Bacon's importance
is not only limited to proposing a method that is different from the ancient
method for researching nature, but his perception of the different foundation
of the relationship between man and nature has been equally effective in this
judgment. This foundational view is what the sixth and final part of the
Great Instauration was to issue from. Bacon chose the name "active
philosophy" or "new philosophy" for this new type of philosophy with a
subtle sarcasm to the term "first philosophy". Active philosophy can be an
example of the magical combination emphasized by Bacon, that is, the
combination of human knowledge and human power in order to improve the
quality of human life in this world. In a sense, it can be said that the original
and revolutionary opening in the human condition, according to Bacon, is
made .

possible through a kind of blockage towards the superhuman sphere and
the impossibility of knowing it. However, the question must be raised that
Bacon himself, as a philosopher, how could admit practical openness at the
cost of theoretical blockage? In other words, if we consider Bacon's
passionate defense of the effective and efficient scientific method to improve
the objective condition of man under Baconism, as a trend that supports
progress and opposes backwardness, could he himself, as a philosopher, has
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been a Baconist at the moment of founding? This point is important because
philosophy in Bacon's time, that is, when Baconism had not yet won, was an
activity that could have been rendered irrelevant by the aforementioned
obstruction. In this way, can it be argued that we can speak of a double
Bacon, of a Janus-faced thinker, based on the distance we see between
Bacon's teaching and himself as a philosopher? Can we say that we are
facing a Bacon as a founding philosopher and a Bacon as a partisan of the
project of modern science?

Methodology

In this article, we will use the method of the “close reading”. Our basis in
using this method is to rely on the philosopher's own text in the first place.
Our assumption here is that Bacon, as he himself points out in many of his
works, believes in two levels of philosophical writing: the exoteric level and
the esoteric level. Baconian Bacon resides on the first level and Socratic
Bacon lives on the second level.

Findings

Unlike many of his successors, Bacon never stopped admiring the wisdom
contained in ancient philosophy. In spite of the vigorous attacks he organizes
against Aristotle, by avoiding equating Aristotle's philosophy with ancient
wisdom, he always emphasizes the valuable core of wisdom as a universal
thing that the ancients also benefited from. He even confirms the importance
of the philosophical writing method and the considerations regarding the
way to approach philosophy, which was among the principles of ancient
wisdom in the Socratic sense of the word. In our opinion, he tries to show
that the valuable core of wisdom is not the Aristotelian teachings, but the
Socratic way of thinking; The way that the philosopher, as a philosopher,
cannot step on that path. The characteristic feature of Socrates' position,
which leads to a radical distinction between philosophers and non-
philosophers, is that the best and most blissful way to live is continuous
reflection on “what good is” question, while avoiding falling into the trap of
any final and dogmatic teaching about it. Therefore, the Socratic political
philosopher, as a philosopher, cannot necessarily be the true defender of a
specific doctrine, even if it is his own systematic teaching.

Conclusion

Therefore, we must consider Bacon, as a founding philosopher, at the
moment of issuing a new doctrine, which becomes a strong and at the same
time dogmatic intellectual tradition. That moment characterizes the same
distance that can be seen in Bacon and his writings: The Socratic distance
between the philosopher as a philosopher, and the philosopher as a partisan
of a particular intellectual tradition. This article is an attempt to explain this
distance, focusing on the most important writings of Francis Bacon.
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