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Introduction

This paper delves into the theoretical relationship between religion and nationality,
two of the most significant components of Iranian and Islamic identity. The
importance of this topic, and the description of the boundaries and nature of religion
and nationality, is magnified in light of both modernist discourse and the
traditionalist-religious discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The author believes that religious intellectuals who demonstrate a comprehensive
understanding of Islamic tradition should be the focus of this study. Therefore, it is
not inaccurate to label them as theologians. If we view their approach to the concept
of nationality as a religious or Islamic narrative, we would not be mistaken. The
paper hypothesizes that among religious intellectuals, there is no singular approach
to the issue of modern nationality. Rather, a spectrum of positions can be identified,
ranging from complete rejection to a conditional acceptance of nationality in the age
of occultation.

Firstly, this paper explores the relationship between religion and modern
nationalism. Secondly, it discusses the relationship between Islam and nationality,
followed by an analysis of the views of religious intellectuals from the past few
decades on national identity, the boundaries between Islam and nationality, and their
respective ratios.

The research method

The methodology of this research is centered on a qualitative analysis of historical
texts and associated documents. Furthermore, the researcher has enhanced the
findings of the study by drawing upon a wide range of library resources, such as
books, academic articles, and pertinent theses.

Results and discussion

Over the past half-century, two major analytical approaches have been adopted to
examine the relationship between religion and nationality as a historical and
identity-related issue. First, there are those who have sought to reconcile Iranian
interactions with Islam, such as the contributions of Iranians to philosophy,
jurisprudence, and the Arabic language, or by highlighting the positive interactions
of religious figures and Islamic scholars in praising and utilizing Iranian culture.
This approach is seen as evidence of the compatibility of Islam and Iranian
nationality. While these efforts are valuable and comforting for Iranians who are
both attached to Islamic metaphysics and yearn for their ancient culture, they
ultimately fail to develop a comprehensive theory about the relationship between
Islam and Iranian nationality, and do not resolve the conflict between ummah-
centrism and nation-centrism. This is because history is not considered as a source
of inference in Islam, and the manifestation of certain possibilities within Islam
during the early and middle periods between Islam and Iranians cannot be
interpreted as the realization of all the ideals and potentials inherent in Islam.

A second approach, which emerged in the past three decades as a reaction to
romantic nationalism, has been adopted by religious scholars and clerics who
concerned with religion and its harmonization with the Iranian way of life. Their aim
has been to find a way to legitimize the national element, national states, and to
justify them through religious studies or the strategic use of legal principles or
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certain verses and hadiths. The efforts of Mehdi Bazargan in relying on the legal
principle of "al-agrab yumen al-ba'id" (the nearer prevents the further) and
prioritizing citizens of the country, the efforts of Shariati in bringing the issue of
nationality under the concept of self-knowledge and giving priority to nationality
based on the principle of "ta'arof," and even the legal efforts of religious thinkers
such as Misbah Yazdi in legitimizing the land and geographical borders based on the
authority of the jurist and the legitimacy of national states, and Amideh Zanjani in
accepting the legitimacy of national states in the age of occultation based on the rule
of "al-mahzurat," are all some of the attempts to answer the most important and
contemporary question of Iranian politics: how to reconcile religion and Iranian
nationality or to provide a definition of Iranian identity, especially since speaking of
national identity is also a way of speaking of national politics?. As mentioned, new
global realities, the accumulation of religious understanding, and the introduction of
new philosophical and social science literature are influencing the field of Islamic
religious studies. Until there is a transformation in this field and in the understanding
of fundamental religious concepts such as the universal ummah, dar al-salam, dar al-
kufr, land, citizenship, and so on, the only area of analysis in this regard will be
history and historical sociology, which will rely on the selection and narration of
historical events to prove their hypotheses.

Conclusions

All the efforts and existence of nationality is about limitation, and all the credibility
of religions is about infinity. Can one impose a physical and territorial garment on
Islam or any other religion? This is an issue that requires reflection on the
foundations and goals of religion, which is beyond the scope of this writing.
However, it seems that the multi-faceted nature of identity (a combination of
religion, national culture, and manifestations of modernity) is the destiny of Muslim
societies like Iran, and their public policies will oscillate between religion-centrism
(ummah-centrism) and custom-centrism (nationalism), and it is obvious that each
will create a different political and social world.
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