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Objective:  
Following the Islamic revolution in Iran, the dominance of 
the discourse of political Islam and the increase of its 
impact on the Pakistani society during the last few decades, 
and due to ideological and security issues, the two friendly 
and neighboring countries could not have acceptable 
relations. For this reason, the general opinion considers the 
nature of relations between Iran and Pakistan as critical, 
unreliable and divergent, and different geopolitical 
alignments in the region have pushed the two nations 
further apart. Considering this issue, the main question of 
the research is as follows: “what factors have increased the 
differences and competition between Iran and Pakistan 
after the Islamic Revolution?”. The research hypothesis 
indicates that “the most important factor in the competitive 
nature of Iran and Pakistan relations is the security and 
political conditions derived from the incompatible and 
challenging environment of the neighborhood and the 
geopolitical competition of the two countries in the region 
of Southwest Asia”. Among the incompatible geopolitical 
challenges and competitions between the two countries, the 
ideological and ethnic issues, the border and the India-
Saudi factor can be mentioned. The research method is 
descriptive-analytic and data gathering procedure is based 
on documentary-library sources.  
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Introduction 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, with fifteen land and maritime neighbors, has a large 

sphere of diverse neighbors with varying capabilities alongside it. This can be 

framed within the concept that neighbors influence its strategic policies. Among 

Iran's existing neighbors, its relationship with Pakistan has always revolved around 

the axis of security and respective strategic interests. Political and economic 

engagement between the two countries has always proceeded under the shadow of 

this security paradigm. The aim of this research is to elucidate the political and 

security dimensions and components of the oscillating relationship between Iran and 

Pakistan, as well as to investigate how Iran can secure its national interests and 

security in the developments of Southwest Asia. 

 

The research method 
The research method is descriptive-analytic and data gathering procedure is based 

on documentary-library sources.  

 

Results 

This article is based on the premise that Iran-Pakistan relations have always been a 

scene of competition and cooperation in Southwest Asia. Following the Islamic 

Revolution in Iran, the dominance of political Islam discourse, and its increasing 

influence on Pakistani society over the past few decades, the two friendly and 

neighboring countries have been unable to maintain acceptable relations due to 

issues that are typically ideological and security. Consequently, the general belief is 

that the nature of Iran-Pakistan relations is crisis-prone, unreliable, and divergent. 

Different geopolitical alignments in the region have driven the two nations further 

apart. Given this issue, the main research question is: what factors have led to 

increased differences and competition between Iran and Pakistan after the Islamic 

Revolution? The hypothesis suggests that the most important factor in the 

competitive nature of Iran-Pakistan relations is the security and political conditions 

stemming from the incompatible and challenging neighborhood environment and the 

geopolitical rivalries between the two countries in the Southwest Asian region.  

 

Conclusions 

Based on the available data and research hypothesis, the core issue in Pakistan-Iran 

relations is the lack of political relations and economic interaction between the two 

countries that could address national security concerns and sectarian connections 

between the two sides. Therefore, a potential review of Pakistan's strategic outlook 

and regional alignment, as well as changes in Iran's competitive relations with China, 

India, and Saudi Arabia, may alter the future of bilateral relations. In this discussion, 

we should also consider the cooperation between political and military leaders on 

this issue. Consequently, the security and political dynamics of the two countries 

depend on fundamental changes in the aforementioned areas. These issues indicate 

the need for changes in both domestic and regional sectors. 
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��� �� ���� ���� ��� �� ��������� ����  .!�"� : �	���� ����#)���%�- 

���%���' ( )�	*+�
 � )��,� -� ����� .�/���� -�� ��012����� �	��34  

  

����� �	���� �#�56� �	��� -�7
� � -�- )�	*+�
 � )��,� )��� ��  ��5�� 

 )��8 )��� �+ ��� �+�	9� �	���� :�;� � �,�����<= .���6� >� �0�	�

� ���� ��=��� ��	�� )8 ?�����  @��+. 
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�4 . 5��"�' ��$6�� ��"�C %$�
� �
%_i9$ �51� ���C  b� %�4�C �� ����' ����4�) � ����

 �
 R?$ � ����� �!:��"�'5 5�' ���4 �
 %� H��@ $� !$G )Mohammadi & Ahmadi, 

2014: 5-6( .U�)  ����� 
�$��� H�_�� 6���=� �C�� 
5�9T$ 
5
�$ �$�@ ���C!9$���� � 


�� ����4�) �$�h� � ����� .
�< ���� ~9< 1965 6� �� 
�> ������ ����� 
����4�) � !9' 


�4 6���� ����4�) %� !9' 6��IC .!9' ~9< ����< �
 ��9s�' ���4 ���  Q�� �
 ����4�) �

1971 w��TC 6� e) ��@ � 
�4 8���@ ����4�) 6� b�4 �'5 
����4�) %� �!P�$  X��� �$�h� 

!��> �� ����� 90��7 M� ��9< 8< !�-89 ��� ���W ����G 6� �!9�9< �' ���PC ����4�) %� �� 


�
 )Choudhary, 1974(. 

���?C %;��<�
 ����� 8�'�$ Q�@ ��� �� -����   Q�� 6� e) 
��G1971
�4 ���lC %� `��^  .

 �����%� %� =a�� ��^ 6� e����� t��> � ��B� 5�'!$G�
 ���
   �!: b� ���9�9$%_i �5 �'�v 

 
!^��@�
� %4
�� �!^ D�TA ����� �h� 6� Y
��9� 
�I�� 6� e) ����4�)  .�� 
�<�  ��� �


 ���Q�� �') wP��x��A 8���� ( 
5���^ � ����4�) ����� 
�;?� 5��� 5���I���$ 8?< �
 �����

 � ������l7� � !9'%�  ��N���_�$ ����4�)  ���G H�W 5�'���4 �� ����� ����� 
�;?� 8?< �


� !�
�4 ������7 Y�C
�� ���:�� 8��
 �
 ��� %�����Z � ����TC %i���  . %$�
� 8��@ ��� �$�

87���
 Q�� 6� ���6 1979 ���$ 5
�]�$ 5�'���$ ����� �
 �$��� H�_�� 56���) %I��� �
 � 


 � !^ Q�;�
 �!^ �$��� 5��� ���4 �
  ��B�$ b�c���a!�� ���;$�?�G �
 ��� ����� ��	!�
 �� 

8^�L	 ��JKC ���!"� %� 8;�� ���4 . ��!Z � 
�
 ���lC �� ����� �<��> 8���� 
�$��� H�_��

!^ ��!;C �G 5�"C� %i_� %� H�_��%�d�$ n 5� � ����4�) ���$ �"�
=� f<�$ %4 '�^
�)� 5�' 

�l7� � ���� O7�9$ 5���
 %4 �����5
�;'�� !�
�� }���$
 !^ )Steinberg & Woermer, 

2013(n ����� ���� � ��>�
 8���� �
 ���lC ��9C�) ���� [����� �9T� ��>�
 ����L� �
 ���lC %�

 ����4�) � ����� ���$ ���9$� ��P$ �I9$!^ .�� O:�� �
 $ ���9$� %���I$ [���%_i9  5�

!^ ���lC Y�E��
 ���9$�  X
�T$ � �9�^
 � ����
 5���� n %4 5���lC%�7� %�7�~���)   �C

�$ !^.  

 %'
 Q�N �
1990 �� ��h�8�E� �C��   �� ����� ��Z� 5��� 5
�!P$ Y�C 8:� ��6�


�
 ��I�� ����� 6� 6�	  �
���
���4�) �>�
 �
 ����� �B��"C�� �$�  8���> |i� U��=7� � �

%:�7 ��' 5�  %��	��%I� 5� ����� R�"PC 5��� %� 8^�!� ����' . Q�� �
1998 �!^ %��4 


 ����� 5�' ���C�) %;� %� �� ����� 
D��^��=$ ����^ �?^ �� ��;��N ���C ����< �
 ������ 

!���4 ~9< .� ����4�) 
��;��N R�c� �� ~9< %$=$6 � 
�� �
�
 ���: 5���^
 8�T:�$ �
 =�� �

U9C �'���� � ���?C ��� ��  
�
 U��=7� 
��G . � 5
�T� ������� ��94 �
 ����4�) ��$6 �G �
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R�c� ��Z� ���$�@ ���� �!P�$  ���$� !�
�� ��;��N )Jahanpour, 1999( . 6� e)11 �;$���� 

2001$  X��� �� ����4�) b�
=� 5��"�'  ��JKC ������l7� �
 �!P�$  X��� ��]@ � �!P�

8^�!� ����� � ����4�) ����� 8�'�$ �� ��;o$ .e�a� ��$6 �
  �� ����4�) ����� M��$ ��?�<

 �����%� 
�� ���G�� {����� �"��$G �$�� ���' ���
) Ahmadi & Bidulaah Khani, 2002: 12( . ��

�� �� 
�> �$�TC %� M��$ Q�@ ���
�
 %$�
� ���
 %� %��	 �5 b� U_� ����4�) ��$6 �G �
 %4 

���)  �� ����%� �?9C ��� %"�� 
����� � �!P�$  X��� ���  �!: �'5
�4 �B�� ����� � ���G H�W  . ��

 %�' 
Q�@ �����?9� ����� �h� 6� ����^ s�' ����� 8��
 � 
�;� %<�C �� ����4�) %� ��9

 ���� �vx��$� 
�4 .e�a� 5��
�6 ��� DZG ��$6 �
  
�!@ �C ����^ ����4�) !�!< ��?�<

87�� ���lC �����) The Guardian, 2009( . 6� ����� %� 8;�� 5
��6 ����� ����C !�!< 8��


 �
 
�> ���W %����' �� %�X�T7 � 
�
 ���� 
�> ��IC UE��� � !^ �$�TC 
��� 5c� . ���

 

�� ����� Q�;: �
 
�� ��9� 8���� 6� 8��	 %4 ����4�) 
�"���
�T�5 �' 8^�
 �G �� �� 

 �� 
!994 ��!:� 5��
�6 5��94�� 5��� ����4�) UC�� 6� 8���@ �� �C 
�<���� R?$ �C�� �
 Q�PC 

 %��� �> �c��) f��SC 5��
�6 8��
 5!SC ���

�� ����4�) � ����� 6�	) Dawn, 2013( . ��

 ���Q�@  D��^6��� ����4�) !�!< 8��
 ���6 
87�� ����) 5��
�6 8��
 t��> �� 5���94 ��� - 

 5
�T� ������� ���!: !P�$- 5
�"��� {��;��87�	 U�) �
 ����� Q�;: �
 %��N��P$  . b�4

5/1���4�) %� ������� 5�X
 
�����$ ������� 5�' 5��� 5
�S�:� �c��) �'5 ��>����6 � 5c��� 

 U'�4 ��
�
 U��=7� �� ���4 56�� ���>y �) Zahra-Malik, 2014( . 

R��PC Q���� ��94 �
 
Q�PC ��� ��� 5�' ����� 6�	 %��� �> �c��) 
����� �� ������- ����4�)


�4 %<��$ �"�$ �� ����� �� . �� �!��� �
  �!: %� ��> ����� 
��� ���lC %� 5�����F ����� �


 ����� �� %;��<�
 �I9$���C ����� 
��> 8��
 ��6�WG 5�'6�� �
 � !�� !^ �C
 ����� ����4�) ���6 

%:�� 5
�T� ������� �� ����� %� 
�� !9$ . �;�4� �
2019 
�����  5��� �� �����$K$ ��>

$8�_7�$ 8���$K$ ��� %F�	� � 
�4 6�WG 5
�T� ������� � ����� ��� 5���I���  �$� 

�;� =�$G

���� 
�� 5
�T� ������� 6� 5��!7�N 5��� 5� 8��
 ��	!�
 �
 ���lC �!9'
) Panda, 2019( .

 U>�F����^  8��
 %<�C����� ��>����� ����� w��TC 5��� ���?C 8�� %� -�:�  � 5
�S

 �$��� ���' � 
�;� ������� ��
�����
 !9��^�> j��� 6� �;�� ��7�	 %�Z�7f;�  6� !^

!994 5��

�> 5� 8��
 %� ����� 5
�S�:� b�4 . ����� 
�<��> 8���� �6�@ �
 ������9�

 ��>%� ���� %� %_i9$ �6�@ �
 
�> �<��> 8���� ����� �
 %�6��$ 5���:�� Q�;�
 � ����� ���$ 5

��� ��h� �6�@ �
 � ������� �  n
�� %���� �� ����� U��=7� ��9s�' � ��F � �"��$G ���$ �����

 �!^ f<�$ ���� `�� ��� 8��%_i9$ �����6�� 6� �>�� %4 ��� � 5�  8���� %� 8;�� ������

 ���� 6� `�A�$ ��� %4 !9^�� %�^�
 �C�
�_��� ����4�) �<��>����� ��> ��� %��	 %4 �!^ ��i$ 
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�?�G�$ Q���� ����4�) �<��> 8���� %� %4 ���'���7 ��  !�
�4
 �) �
 ��>�
 ��$� �
 8��>
 

���4 ���!� )Chatham house, 2024(.  

 Q�� �
 D��^ 6�;?^ �!$G ��4 5�� ��2022 %� �h� $� !���  �N�;C�� 8��_C U������  �

!^�� �����
�����4�) ���$6 Oi_$ b� �
 ���6   �>�� � 5
�T� ������� y�B� 8PC ���> �'

 �6�@ 5�'���4 6� ���
�>�� [��7!�
��  ���$� !9��$ 
 %� %<�C �� ����^ ��94� �$� �%"9� 

��  ���
 !��6 �� ��@ � �����%� U9C b����)�ac 8��:� Q�;�
 � ����� �� �6�$ Y�C � !9���  !994

8��:� �C  �'%�  87���) � %T��C 8�� %� �C !^��  �;J 5���:��  ��Z���975
��
  ��BC 
!����  .

�$ ��� �C6�� 8�
 �� ����� �� ����� %T��C �
 =�� D��^ 6�;?^ ��X
 ���' %�  �>�
 �
 � !94

�G !P�$���� ����� �� �����' %4 8�� �
�$ H=@ �? �%�����
 �C58�� %�^�
 ) Al-monitor, 

2023( . ������9����' ?��	
�
 ���� ���4 �
 ��� %sE���C %"
���
 �
   ���7� 
���$6 D��E$ 5�'

��=��6 %��	 8�� %�^�
 
�<� ����� � ����4�) ���$ 5�n  R' %4 5�$��JK�$ �$��� %���I$ 6� 

��>�
 )����� H�_��-��;��N 6� ����4�) 8���@ -H�W %� �����$ ��=@ 5�'���� - ���4�@ 

H�W ��	 (��� �$��� R' �  ������)���W 5�'���4-����  ( � 8��f;� �$  ���9$� R?7 �C 
�^

 �� ���!"� 6� ���4 �
%�  � ����� ��F
 � ���lC ����� �$��� H�_�� 6� e) �(�� �;J �!�
6�� . 

%$�
� �
 %4 ���A�$ =IC%� ���PC� !'��> !^.  

  

4 .2. 6��"B$� ���CD �
���� ����� �%:�� �6��
���� � �����    

 �
 �' ���;E� � 
�� %�����
 ����� !9' 6� ����4�) 8��
 Q�_��� �� ����� � ����4�) �����

$ ����� ���4!�
�� �
�4 ���:�� 
�> ��� ��"P�� .�
 �$��� H�_��  Q��1357 � 8�SE^ 


%� ����� � 
�
 ���lC �� ���?C �
 8��
 5c���a!��  ���9� ��Z� 5�����$G!A���"� %_i9$ �
 

!^ �'�v . ���9$� Rh� �
 5��P$ U_� 5�B�� %� ����4�) �$� ���_$ �
%_i9$ �5�"��$G  %��� 

� 
�
 %$�
� 5���^ ��'��< 
�PC� 84���$ 5
�;'�� 
�4 
�I�� 5
�T� ������� �� 5�: . UC��

 U_� ����4�) ������� ���_$ �
 � 87�	 �!?� �� �� 5
�T� ������� 5��� ���9$� �$�A


�4 ���$ 8���@ ����4�) 6� 5
�S�:� ���$����� ����^ �
 5
�T� )Weinbaum & Khurram, 

2014( . �����' �$��� H�_�� 6� e) ����������� ���'�
   ������� � ����4�) %i��� 
��$

8^�

 %� ��N5 %4 6� 5
�T� ������� R' � ����� R' ���	 �'5 ����4�) �
 D��E$ �;'L$ 

 8���@$� !�
�4 ��� %4  �������� %�:�7% �5 ��� ��� ���	 �'  �I9$ %'
 �
 %4 !^1990 t�� %� 

!��� 
�> . %'
 ����� �
 ��9s�'1990 
������l7� �
 ����� � ����4�) �<��%4  M�N �
 �' 

��9< 6� U���	 � �' %:�7 5�'  !�!^ ��	�
 R' �� 
!�
�4 8���@ D��E$ 5�)Ahmed & 

Akbarzadeh, 2020( .$6���  ��C�> %4a�e� ��?�< � ���?C ���$ ����� 

�4 �B� !9' %� ����� 
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����  
��G)�!�s� �C!^ 
R�F %4 !�
�4 w7��C ���4 �
 �' ���6   6�!��5
�;'��  w��N 6� ���4 �



�^ 8��_C ���7
 ����� � 5
�S�:� �$�TC .��� �� ����� � !9' ��� �"�
=� ��� ��	!�
 [

5
�;'��  !^ 
�I�� ������l7� 
��$ �
 %���$)Christensen, 2011( . ������9�%� ��N �$�� ���� 

!^ ����� � ����4�) ����� 
��� !9'n %4 5�$� �� U��=7� %�  %����' �
 ��� ���_�$ 5
�����

!�$�I�� .  

 ���
 R?$ ���9$� �$�� 
!9' �$�� �� ����
�� �'6�$ mP� ���4 �
 ���$
  ���6

5��	�
 ���s:�F�: �� 56�$ 5�'-8�����C 
��� � ����� %� ����4�) 6� %����� `�;C� 
���   %� �'

 ����� }�>{�]T��$ �a��$ %� ������ �$�h� 5�'����  �4�@ 
�I�� %�  !^ . %4 
�� ��$� ���f;� 

 �C !^$KC��$ �'6�$ 8�9$� 
�^ ��N ���4 �
 ���) Basit, 2018( .%� �h��$   8��
 %4 !���

 ������  �$�_$ �� %�X�T7 � %�^�
 5����� Q�;_��� �'6�$ 8�9$� %�d�$ %� 8;�� 5��
�6 DZG

 
�I�� 5�����4�6��  ���'�$� ��� %4 8^�
 �$�TC �'6�$ 8�9$� 5�_C�� 5���  �$�_$ 8��� %� 

�9$� Q�� �
 ���4 �
 �' ��2009 ����4�) ����F��� 8E���) 
%���4 �
 �$�I�� ! 5��� �� ��� %4


�4 ����' 56�$ 8�9$� %9�$6 �
 5��"�' .�$�� ��$6 �G %� 5��"�' ��� ��Z� ���  �
 %4 

�	

 Q��2010
�4 �����
 �� ��!9< �;'� ���� b�����!;� ����� 
 . �!9���� 5�����
 ��� �) �


8�� �
�4 �B�� �G �
 ��?$ U_� ����4�) !^ ��!$ ���?C �
 ����4�) . ���lC �� Q�@ ��� ��

~�� R��$ H=@ 6� D��^ 6��� 8��
 �!$G ��4 5�� � 8��
١ ���lC 5!T� ������ 5��� ����^ 


�4 .8�����C ���C ������ �����6�$ %���� 5���  [��$ �
 �'2014 �G �) �
 � !�!^ �
��� 

�!$ ����� 5��!?�� ����4�) �>�
 �
 �����6�$ ��� %4 !^ �$� !��^n 8���!$ R���� �$� ��� 

8>�� H�?��� � �"�$ ��F
 �� 56�$ )Bokhari, 2014( . ���
 
��� %;��<�
 ����� 8��?� �


!^ ��9C�)
 ���6 �) �
%���	 %� ����� ���9$� 5�'���� %J
�@ ���  �4�) 56�$ %_i9$ ����� ���

 %4 !�!^ ����$ ����4�) 56�$ ��;?�� b� �!^ %��4 %� �I9$!^ . 6� 8�
 ��� �) �


 Q�� �
 �
��@2017 U�< !����  
�?^ %� e�� � 
��� �� ������ �����6�$ Q!T�� . 
���) �


 %� %4 
�4 !�!?C ����� UC�� �!��$�7���'�9) �'5 �$� %;^ $�h����  %��@ ����4�) �>�
 �



�4 !'��>) Reuters, 2017( . ��I�� ���$6 �
 8��
 ����� 5�� 6� !�!?C ���87�	  ����4�) %4

Q��94 �> 
�!�$� �
 56�$ U9C ��	�
٢ �� ���!"� �����4�) � 5!9' 5�'���� � 
�� ����4 �
 

 ���: M!'$� !�
�
 .����4�) ���9$� 5�'���� 
���
 5�� 6� ����F��� �
 ������l7� ��$ UC�� �� 

%4 !�!^ ��	�
 ����4�) ��F 56�$ �?^ �"�
=� �
 ����^�$�h���W  �B�C %� �I9$ !^  .

 
����� ���9$� 5����  ���?v� ����4�) 8��
 ����A��� %��$�I�� !)Aljazeera.com, 2017( . ��

                                                           
1. PML-N 
2.  LOC 
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�� ����� �$��� 5��?�< UC�� �!��$�7 Q�@ ��� �!9�G �
 %4 
�
 ����4�) %� �� �^�� ���) �

 ����� � 
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