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Abstract
Identity is regarded as one of the fundamental elements of new political,
regional, and international order. Identity forms have intertwined
relationships with the history, culture, and past forms of action of a society.
It is noteworthy that cultural signs are reproduced gradually and reflect a
new form of political behavior. Identity accounts for a major part of the
causes of political disputes between Iran and several states including Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Israel, Yemen, and Ukraine. Accordingly,
identity can be considered as the lost goods of the contemporary era, and it
has had a considerable impact on the security policies of various countries.
The principal issue addressed in this study is that meaning, myth, and
narratives have been ignored in the identity policymaking processes,
particularly at the social, national, and regional levels. The main research
questions to be answered in the present paper are as follows: 1. What were
the features of the identity policy in the third decade of the twenty-first
century? 2. How can they set the stage for stability and balance? In the
hypothesis, the authors argue that “the identity policy is based on the
knowledge of the forms of cultural, historical, and ideological conflicts of
the actors, and results from the mechanisms based on the intersubjective
interactions. In order to find answers to the questions, we rely on the
constructivist approach and Alain Touraine’s new paradigm for the analysis
of works by several prominent scholars. Using the method of conceptual
analysis, we attempt to delineate the signs of meaning, myth, and narrative in
the twenty-first century’s identity policy. The findings of this study are
related to the paradigms of identity, media, and network society policies
which can pave the way for increasing the power of some countries, but they
can also be signs of security threats for others. The paper’s innovation
concerns the effect of narrative and mythic signs on the identity policy.

*Corresponding Author Email: mossalanejad @ut.ac.ir



Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 52 (4) 2023 997

Keywords: Building Regional Security, Crisis Management, Identity,
Identity Policy, Myth, Narrative

Declaration of conflicting interests
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

Funding
The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article.

ORCID iDs: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0283-2762

References

Ajjali, Parviz. (2018) Na’bekhradi-ye ensan; kavoshi da ara va nazarieh’ha-
ve vilfredo pareto (Human Stupidity; An Exploration of Vilfredo
Pareto’s Views and Theories). Tehran: Andisheh. [in Persian]

Allagui, Ilhem; and Johanne Kuebler. (2011) “The Arab Spring and the Role
of ICTs,” International Journal of Communication 5: 1435-1442.
Available at: https://www.academia.edu/27870502/The_Arab_Spring -
and _ the_Role_of ICTs_Introduction (Accessed 2 June 2022).

Allison, Graham. (2020) Destined for War: Can America and China Escape
Thucydides's Trap? trans. Rahmat Hajimineh and Mohammad Abedi.
Tehran: Abrar-e mo’aser. [in Persian]

Amenta, Edwin, et al. (2010) “The Political Consequences of Social
Movements,” Annual Review of Sociology 36, 1. 287-307,
<DOI:10.1146/annurev-soc-070308-120029>.

Anderson, Tim. (2017) Jang-e kasif dar soriyeh (The Dirty War in Syria),
trans. Mehdi Hedayati Shahidani. Rasht: Gilan University. [in Persian]

Barzegar, Kahan. (2018, Winter) "Rahbord-e siyasat-e khareji-ye Iran dar
tavazon-e ghova-ye mantagheh’ (Iran's Foreign Policy Strategy in
Regional Power Balance)," Fasinameh-ye motaleat-e rahbordi (Journal
of Strategic Studies) 21, 4: 183-206. Available at: http://quarterly.
risstudies.org/article_85233.html (Accessed 12 July 2022). [in Persian]

Brock, Lothar, et al. (2015) Dolat’had-ye shekanandeh (Fragile States), trans.
Ahmed Rashidi. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [in Persian]

Buzan, Barry. (2010) "Moshkel-e amniyat-e melli dar jahan-e sevom (The
Problem of National Security in the Third World)," in Edward Azar and
Chongin Moon, eds. National Security in the Third World, trans.
Pajoheshkadeh-ye motaleat-e rahbordi. Tehran: Strategic Studies
Research Institute. [in Persian]

Calderaro, Andrea; and Anthony J. S. Craig. (2020) “Transnational
Governance of Cybersecurity: Policy Challenges and Global
Inequalities in Cyber Capacity Building,” Third World Quarterly 41, 6:
917-938, <DOI: 10.1080/01436597.2020.1729729>.

Castells, Manuel. (2014) Shabakeh’ha-ye khashm va omid; jonbesh’ha-ye
ejtemd ‘i (Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the



998 Mossalanejad

Internet Age), trans. Mojtaba Qolipour. Tehran: Nahr-e marhaz. [in
Persian]

Churchill, Owen. (2021, February 5) “President Biden Described China as
the “Most Serious Competitor” to the Unites States,” South China
Morning. Available at: https://www.scmp.com/news/ china/ diplomacy/
article/3120618/first-foreign-policyaddress-president-biden-calls-china-
most (Accessed 1 March 2022).

Cohen, Saul. (2008) Jeopolitik-e nezam-e jahani (Geopolitics of the World
System), trans. Abbas Kardan. Tehran: Abrar-e mo’aser. [in Persian]
Durkheim, Emile. (2022) Ghavded-e ravesh-e jame’h’shenaci (The Rules of
Sociological Method (Les Régles de la méthode sociologique), trans.

Hoshang Naibi. Tehran: Agah. [in Persian]

Dzarasov, Ruslan; and Victoria Gritsenko. (2020) “Colors of a Revolution;
Post-Communist Society, Global Capitalism and the Ukraine Crisis,”
Third World Quarterly 41, 8: 1289-1305, <DOI:10.1080/01436597.
2020.1732202>.

Eftekhari, Asghar. (2006) Kalbod’shekdifi-ye tahdid (Autopsy of Threats).
Tehran: Daneshkadeh va Pajoheshkadeh-ye farmandeh-ye setad-e
oloom-e defa’i. [in Persian]

Hart, Jonathan. (2008) Empires and Colonies. Malden: Polity Press.

Howard, Philip. (2011) The Digital Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.

Huisken, Ron. (2021, December 9) “America and China: Seeking an
Updated Foundation for Enduring Engagement,” Pacific Forum
(PacNet 56). Canberra, Australia: Council for Security Cooperation in
the Asia Pacific Press. Available at: https://pacforum.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/PacNet56.2021.12.9.pdf (Accessed 11 July
2022).

Jones, Richard. (1999) Security Strategy and Critical Theory. New York:
Lynne Renner Publisher.

(2011) "Baz’sazi-ye mathom-e amniyat (Reconstructing the
Concept of Security)," in Samuel Huntington, et al. Nagofteh’ha-ye
siyasat-e bein’ol-melal (The Unspoken of International Politics), trans.
Asgar Gharampour. Tehran: daftar-e elm. [in Persian]

Kaplan, Robert D. (2014, March 6) “The Lure of Nationalism,” Real Clear
World. Available at: https://www.realclearworld.com/articles/2014/
03/06/the_lure_of_nationalism.html (Accessed 18 June 2021).

Kaplan, Robert D. (2017, August 13) “America's Darwinian Nationalism,”
National Interest. Available at: https://nationalinterest.org/feature/
americas-darwinian-nationalism-21889 (Accessed 18 June 2021).

Lewis, Bernard. (2019) Iman va ghdrat; din va siyasat dar khavar-e’mianeh
(Faith and Power,; Religion and Politics in the Middle East), trans.
Mohseni Darehbidi. Tehran: Ashian. [in Persian]

Marks, Stephen R. (1974) “Durkheim’s Theory of Anomie,” American Journal
of Sociology 80, 2: 329-363. Available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/
2777505 (Accessed 18 June 2021).

Moore, Richard. (2021) “Human Intelligence in the Digital Age- Speech by
Richard Moore, Chief of the UK’s Secret Intelligence Service,” IISS




Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 52 (4) 2023 999

(iiss.org). Available at: https://www.iiss.org/events/2021/11/human-
intelligence-digital-age (Accessed 11 July 2022).

Mosalanejhad, Abbas. (2019), “US Comparative Policy toward Iran and the
Middle East,” Geopolitics Quarterly 14, 52: 1-20. Available at:
http://journal.iag.ir/article_82979.html?lang=en (Accessed 2 June
2022).

Niakoi, Seyyed Amir. (2012) Kalbod’shekdfi-ye enghelab’ha-ye mo’aser dar
jahan-e arab (Autopsy of Contemporary Revolutions in the Arab
World). Tehran: Mizan. [in Persian]

Pareto, Vilfredo. (1897) “The New Theories of Economics,” Journal of
Political Economy 5, 4: 485-502. Available at:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1821012 (Accessed 12 July 2021).

Pareto, Vilfredo. (1927) Manual of Political Economy, trans. Ann S.
Schwier. London, UK: MacMillan.

Parsons, Talcott. (1967) The Structure of Social Action. New York: Simon &
Schuster.

Posen, Adam S. (2021, May-June) “The Price of Nostalgia America’s Self-
Defeating Economic Retreat,” Foreign Affairs 100, 3: 28-43. Available
at: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-04-
20/america-price-nostal (Accessed 11 July 2022).

Touraine, Alain. (2017) Paradigm-e jadid (A New Paradigm), trans. Salman
Sadeghizadeh. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [in Persian]

Volpi, Frédéric; and Johannes Gerschewski. (2020) “Crises and Critical
Junctures in  Authoritarian Regimes: Addressing Uprisings’
Temporalities and Discontinuities," Third World Quarterly 41, 6: 1030-
1045, <DOI: 10.1080/01436597.2020.1729728>.

Wagner, Ben. (2011) “I Have Understood You: The Co-evolution of
Expression and Control on the Internet, Television and Mobile Phones
During the Jasmine Revolution in Tunisia,” International Journal of
Communication 5: 1295-130. Available at: http://ijoc.org (Accessed 18
June 2021).

This article is an open-access article distributed under the

@ @ terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC-BY) license.




